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cell lung cancers (NSCLCs). The present study, a prospective trial 
built on our experience with PLC in patients undergoing resection for 
NSCLCs and followed for long-term outcome, was undertaken to ana-
lyze survival and pattern of recurrence with particular reference to PLC 
ﬁndings with early stage diseases.
Methods: From January 1991 to December 2003, PLC was performed 
before any manipulation or resection of the lung for 915 consecutive 
patients who had no macroscopic pleural effusion, dissemination or 
diffuse adhesions and who subsequently underwent curative resection 
for NSCLCs. Results of PLC with reference to clinical and pathologic 
characteristics (gender, age, tumor location, histology, postoperative 
stage, T category, N category and p status), adjuvant therapy, 5-year 
survival and recurrence patterns were analyzed. Cancer recurrence was 
divided into three categories according to the sites of initial recurrence: 
loco-regional, pleural and distant. Pleural recurrence was deﬁned as 
any recurrent disease within the hemithoracic pleura.
Results: There were 367 women and 548 men, with a mean age of 
62.8 years (range, 16 to 86 years). The ﬁndings of cytologic examina-
tion were not inﬂuenced by age (P=0.80). Among the total, 43 (4.7%) 
had positive PLC ﬁndings: 26(4.7%) males and 17 (4.6%) females. 
Positive results were obtained much more frequently in patients with 
adenosquamous carcinoma (13%) or adenocarcinomas (5.6%) and 
were lacking with squamous cell carcinomas and large cell carcinomas. 
The overall 5-year survival rate was 41% in patients with positive 
PLC ﬁndings and 74% in patients with negative results, the difference 
being statistically signiﬁcant (P=0.001). The 5-year survival rates of 
patients with stage I disease with negative and positive cytologic ﬁnd-
ings were 85% and 56% respectively, again with statistical signiﬁcance 
(P=0.001). In the positive PLC group, distant metastases (69%) and 
pleural recurrence (28%; P<0.0001) were often observed, even for 
patients with stage I diseases (P<0.001). As adjuvant therapies in 
the positive group, six patients had hypotonic cisplatin and 18 had 
distilled water infusion into the pleural space after lung resection. The 
5-year survival rates for the two positive PLC groups with and without 
adjuvant therapy were 38% and 45% respectively, the difference be-
ing statistically not signiﬁcant (P=0.16). Although only three patients 
suffered from pleural recurrence, these therapies did not improve long-
term outcome. 
Conclusions: Although the numbers of patients with positive PLC 
results were limited, as in many other studies on this topic, our 
results conﬁrm that PLC is a distinct prognostic factor for early-stage 
NSCLCs. Thus, we suggest that cytologic examination of intra-opera-
tive PLC should be performed routinely even for patients with stage I 
NSCLCs before beginning lung resection. Moreover, curative resection 
followed by any adjuvant systemic therapies could be necessary for 
improvement of outcome for PLC positive patients.
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Background: To summarize the results of extended resection of the 
heart, great vessels, or both in the treatment of 349 patients with locally 
advanced lung cancer. 
Methods: From February 1983 to December 2004, lobectomy or 
pneumonectomy combined with extended resection of the heart, great 
cessels or both were carried out in 1049 patients with locally advanced 
lung cancer. The operations included bronchoplastic procedures and 
pulmonary artery reconstruction in 725 cases, extended resection of left 
atrium in 145 cases, superior vena cava resection and reconstruction in 
175 cases (21 patients had carina resection and reconstruction simulta-
neously), and aorta resection and reconstruction in 4 cases respectively. 
Results: There were 10 operative death. The operative mortality was 
0.95% in the series. Ninty-three patients had operative complications. 
The 1,3,5 and 10-year survival rates were 74.36%, 51.93%,32.14% and 
22.56% respectively. 
Conclusion: Selectively extended resection of the heart, great vessels 
or both can remarkably increase the long-term survival and improve the 
prognosis in patient with locally advanced non-small cell lung cancer. 
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Background: QOL is a multidimensional phenomenon that can be 
inﬂuenced by the experience of living with lung cancer. Disruptions 
in QOL are important to monitor during the entire continuum of the 
disease, from diagnosis to treatment, during recovery and rehabilita-
tion. Although QOL data frequently are obtained in clinical trials for 
advanced lung cancer, information is limited about QOL after the initial 
diagnosis and treatment when individuals continue to live and are faced 
with the possibility of recurrence and metastasis. Furthermore it is 
unknown if QOL can be inﬂuenced by follow-up and rehabilitation.
Material: 145 patients (86 men, 59 women) were included in this study 
after radical surgery for non-small cell lung cancer. Type of resection 
included lobectomy (n=99), pneumonectomy (n=32) and segment/sub-
segment resection (n=14). The remaining patients were referred to 
oncological treatment and excluded from the study. Only patients who re-
sponded to the preoperative and at least one postoperative Quality of Life 
questionnaire EORTC QLQ-C30 are included in this preliminary report.
Methods: All patients underwent standard surgical resection with a 
posterolateral thoracotomy. Adjuvant chemotherapy was offered to all 
stages except 1a. After radical surgery, patients were offered participa-
tion in the study and randomized to either intensive follow-up and reha-
